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[T]he right to work . . . includes the right of everyone to the
opportunity to gain his living by work which he freely chooses or
accepts . ... The steps to be taken by a State Party to the present
Covenant to achieve the full realization of this right shall include
technical and vocational guidance and training programmes, policies
and techniques to achieve steady economic, social and cultural
development and full and productive employment under conditions
safeguarding fundamental political and economic freedoms to the
individual.
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The right to work is a fundamental right, recognized in several
international legal instruments. The International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), as laid down in
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article 6, deals more comprehensively than any other instrument with
this right. The right to work is essential for realizing other human
rights and forms an inseparable and inherent part of human
dignity. Every individual has the right to be able to work, allowing
him/her to live in dignity. The right to work contributes at the same
time to the survival of the individual and to that of his/her family,
and insofar as work is freely chosen or accepted, to his/her
development and recognition within the community.... The right
to work, as guaranteed 11 the ICESCR, affirms the obligation of
States parties to assure individuals their right to freely chosen 0O*
accepted work, including the right not to be deprived of work
unfairly. This definition underlines the fact that respect for the
individual and his dignity is expressed through the freedom of the
individual regarding the choice to work, while emphasizing the
importance ofwork for personal development as well as for social
and economic inclusion.

(U.N. Econ. & Soc. Council [ECOSOC], Comm, on Econ., Soc. &

Cultural Rts., General Comment No. 18: The Right to Work (Art. 6 of

the International Covenant on Economic. Social and Cultural Rights).
[1,4, U.N. Doc. E/C.12/GC/18 (6 Feb. 2006) (emphasis added)).
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Family life must be respected as  as possible
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