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Hospitals that are committed to being responsive to consumers'
needs and expectations understand the invaluable role of family -
however "family" is defined by the patient. These are the people
who know the patient best and those who, simply by their
presence, can help to reassure patients in times of uncertainty,
anxiety or vulnerability [...]



As health care institutions, we treat thousands of patients with
cancer, heart disease and other chronic and terminal illnesses
every year. Many of these patients are elderly or critically ill and
may undergo difficult medical treatments that require lengthy
and/or frequent hospital stays or outpatient visits. During their
treatment, family caregivers are often a critical source of care for
their loved ones. Family caregivers can offer providers a valuable
source of help as well as information about the patient‘s history,
routines, symptoms and more. For these family members,
participating in this manner is essentially an extension of the
ongoing caregiving role they play at home, both before and after
hospitalization.

(Suzan Frampton et al.,Patient-Centered Care Improvement Guide
145 (2008)).
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All protected persons who may desire to leave the territory... may be
entitled to do so... The applications of such persons to leave shall be
decided in accordance with regularly determined procedures and the
decision shall be taken as rapidly as possible... if any such person is
refused to leave the territory he shall be entitled to have such refusal
reconsidered. [emphasis added].

21D IN1IYID 1NN N0P'D TNRIYAN
It should be noted that the right to leave the territory is not in any way
conditional, so that no one can be prevented from leaving as a measure
of reprisals. It is therefore essential for States to safeguard the basic

principal by showing moderation and only invoking these reservations
when reasons of the utmost urgency so demand. [emphasis added].

(Pictet J.S. Commentary: IV Geneva Convention - Relative to the
Protection of Civilian Persons in Time of War. P. 235-236 (Geneva,
1958)).
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Everyone shall be free to leave any country, including his own.
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