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"The basic proposition is still operative in the sense that the starting point for
the consideration of the rights and obligations of states within_the
international legal system is that international law permits freedom of action
for states unless there is a rule constraining this. However, it must be
emphasized that such freedom exists within and not outside the international
legal system."

(MALCOLAM N. SHAW, INTERNATIONAL LAW 190 (5thed., 2003))
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"[r]estrictions upon the independence of states cannot therefore be presumed."

(Lotus Case, The PCIJ, Series A, No. 10 (1927), p. 18)
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