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"The people have a right to the truth as they have a right to life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness." Epictetus (55-135)."Peace if
possible, but truth at any rate." Martin Luther (1483-1546)
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In this respect, the Court has understood that impunity is the
overall lack of investigation, tracing, capture, prosecution and
conviction of those responsible for violations of the rights
protected by the American Convention, and that the State is
obliged to combat this situation by all available legal means.
Impunity promotes the chronic repetition of the human rights
violations and the total defenselessness of the victims and their
next of kin (Maritza Urrutia v. Guatemala, p. 45, 126,27.11.03 ).
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There should be an effective official investigation. As with an
investigation under Article 2, such an investigation should be
capable of leading to the identification and punishment of those
responsible. Otherwise, the general legal prohibition of torture and
inhuman and degrading treatment and punishment would, despite

its fundamental importance, be ineffective in practice and it would
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be possible in some cases for agents of the State to abuse the rights
of those within their control with virtual impunity (Ozkan v.
Turkey, p. 88, 358, 6.4.04).
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A requirement of promptness and reasonable expedition is implicit in
this context. While there may be obstacles or difficulties which
prevent progress in an investigation in a particular situation, a
prompt response by the authorities in investigating the use of lethal
force may generally be regarded as essential in maintaining public
confidence in their adherence to the rule of law and in preventing any

appearance of collusion in or tolerance of unlawful acts (p. 77, 314).
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