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Persons protected by the Convention are those atteogiven moment
and in any manner whatsoever, find themselvesase of a conflict or
occupation, in the hands of a Party to the confirdDccupying Power
of which they are not nationals.
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The definition has been put in a negative formjtas intended to
cover anyone who is ' not ' a national of the P#wtyhe conflict or
Occupying Power in whose hands he is...

The words "at a given moment and in any manner saeaer"”, were
intended to ensure that all situations and case® wevered. The
Article refers both to people who were in the tery before the
outbreak of war (or the beginning of the occupgt@md to those who
go or are taken there as a result of circumstanicagellers, tourists,
people who have been shipwrecked and even, it neayspies or
saboteurs...

The expression "in the hands of" is used in areexéty general sense.
It is not merely a question of being in enemy haddsctly, as a
prisoner is. The mere fact of being in the teryitof a Party to the
conflict or in occupied territory implies that o in the power or
"hands" of the Occupying Power. It is possible tthas power will
never actually be exercised over the protectedopengery likely an
inhabitant of an occupied territory will never haaything to do with
the Occupying Power or its organizations. In otheords, the
expression "in the hands of" need not necessagilyriderstood in the
physical sense; it simply means that the persam tisrritory which is
under the control of the Power in question.
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